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Rhetorical Tradition in the Middle of Western Han Dynasty
—Discourses on Salt and Iron as an Example
GONG Liying
(College English Department, Taiyuan Teachers’ College, Taiyuan, Shanxi 030012, China)

Abstract: The rhetorical criticism of Discourses on Salt and Iron reveals the rich rhetorical scenarios and rhetorical
strategies prevalent during the middle of Western Han Dynasty. Both Confucian literati and officials resorted to the
strategies such as ethos appeal and analogy. Concepts such as the rectification of names, yin and yang and the worship
of following examples of the ancients were used by Confucian literati to raise their rhetorical invention, but also by
officials to rebuke their opponents. That both parties put forward their rhetorical invention relatively on a good mastery
of the ideas of different schools indicates the convergence of these ideas of the schools during the middle of the
Western Han Dynasty.
Key words: rhetorical criticism; Discourses on Salt and Iron; the middle of the Western Han Dynasty; rectification of
names; yin and yang; worship of following examples of the ancients
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