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Yan Zhenging and the Maturation of Regular Script in the Middle and Later Tang Dynasty
LI Xiangjun®®

(a. School of Philosophy, b. Research Center for Value and Culture, Beijing Normal University, Beijing 100875, China)
Abstract: The regular script originated from the dissolution of clerical script in the East Han Dynasty and reached full
maturity after hundreds of years of development in middle and later Tang Dynasty. During the process, Yan Zhenging
was the founder of the maturation of regular script. The maturation of regular script mainly included the maturation of
standardized regular script and the unification of standardized and cursive scripts in the system of regular script. Yan
Zhenging played a link role in the development of structure style and the using of the central part of the brush. With his
outstanding creation of running and cursive script, he realized the unification of writing style between standardized and
cursive script in the system of regular system. He had a great influence on the development of calligraphy and became
another important calligrapher after Wang Xizhi.

Key words: Yan Zhenqing; the system of regular script; the structure style of a word; writing with the central part of the
brush
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