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The Hypothetical Conjunction “Ruo” ( “as if”) in Oracle Bone Inscriptions

HUANG Tian-shu

Abstract ; It is still a matter of controversy whether there was such a category of hypothetical conjunctions

in the lexicon of oracle bone inscriptions. It is proposed in this paper, based on my own studies and the latest

researches that there was such a category of words in the oracle bone inscriptions dated to the Shang Dynasty.

Such hypothetical conjunctions, like “ru tong” (“like” or “as if” ) , were first used for comparison, but later
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developed as hypothetical conjunctions. The paper also offers a new interpretation of the hypothetical

conjunction “ruo” in the Shang oracle bone inscriptions.

Key words: Yin Ruins; Oracle Bone Inscriptions; hypothetical conjunction; “ruo” (“as if”)
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